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Integrating sustainability in business schools: the possibility of harmonic response across 

heterogenic landscapes? 

One of the ongoing critiques of management learning and education, and higher education more 

broadly, relates to how it promotes ethics and responsible managers of the future (Ghoshal, 2005; 

Snelson-Powell et al 2016). Indeed, the United Nations’ established the Principles of Responsible 

Management Education initiative in 2007 to help promote and deliver the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals as part of its 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. However, over a decade 

on, the integration of sustainability into management learning and education remains limited (Akrivou 

& Bradbury-Huang, 2015; Mburayi & Wall, 2018), and is beset with obstacles ranging from 

accreditation drivers to leadership challenges (Painter-Morland et al 2016). Adopted strategies have 

included the addition of sustainability content to existing modules; the creation of standalone 

sustainability modules; cross-curricula integration and cross-disciplinary course provision for business 

students, and a recommendation for a whole institution approach that develops capacities, builds 

connectedness and supports systematic leadership (Rusinko, 2010; Painter-Morland et al 2016). 

One conceptualisation of the issue posits that the organisation of the business school needs to direct 

and reflect sustainability values such that it inculcates sustainable behaviours across organisational 

units (Akrivou & Bradbury-Huang, 2015) – and as such, providing a harmony to direct and guide 

behaviour at the business school level. In contrast to the need for this harmonic response, there is 

evidence of emerging heterogenic responses across sub disciplines, for example: there seems to be 

comparatively little integration in the context of accounting and finance curricula or seemingly ‘bolt 

on’ approaches (Mburayi & Wall, 2018); tourism and events seemingly embed responsibility in the 

nature of place and space (Hall et al, 2015); and marketing, which is sometimes portrayed as a 

contributor to over-consumption, often questions its ability to market sustainability which creates its 

own tensions (Carrington et al 2016). Beyond this, others may purposively not engage in the 

education for sustainability agenda for a range of reasons including indifference, confusion, or the 

belief that it is not the concern of a business school (Rasche et al 2013). Therefore, this QIC aspires to 

examine the possibility of harmonic response across the heterogenic landscapes of business schools, 

with a view to exploring alternative pathways in practice and research. 

References 

Akrivou, K., & Bradbury-Huang, H. (2015). Educating integrated catalysts: Transforming business 

schools toward ethics and sustainability. Academy of Management Learning & Education, 

14(2), 222-240. 

Carrington, M. J., Zwick, D., & Neville, B. (2016). The ideology of the ethical consumption gap. 

Marketing Theory, 16, 1, 21-38.  

Ghoshal, S. (2005), “Bad management theories are destroying good management practices”, Academy 

of Management Learning & Education, Vol. 4 No. 1, pp. 75-91. 

Hall, C. M., Gossling, S., & Scott, D. (Eds.). (2015). The Routledge handbook of tourism and 

sustainability. Routledge. 

Mburayi, L. & Wall, T. (2018) Sustainability in the professional accounting and finance curriculum: 

an exploration", Higher Education, Skills and Work-Based Learning, 8 (3), pp.291-311. 

Rasche, A., Gilbert, D.U. and Schedel, I. (2013), “Cross-disciplinary ethics education in MBA 

programs: rhetoric or reality?”, Academy of Management, Vol. 12 No. 1, pp. 71-85. 

Rusinko, C.A. (2010), “Integrating sustainability in management and business education”, Academy 

of Management Learning & Education, Vol. 9 No. 3, pp. 507-519. 



Snelson-Powell, A., Grosvold, J. and Millington, A. (2016), “Business school legitimacy and the 

challenge of sustainability: a fuzzy set analysis of institutional decoupling”, Academy of 

Management Learning and Education, Vol. 15 No. 4, pp. 703-723. 

Painter-Morland, M., Sabet, E., Molthan-Hill, P., Goworek, H. and de Leeuw, S. (2016), “Beyond the 

curriculum: integrating sustainability into business schools”, Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 

139 No. 4, pp. 737-754. 


