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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Open Access (OA) is a core component of Open Research. It involves making 

research outputs freely available without any financial, technical and access 

barriers. It enhances the visibility, reuse and reproducibility of research and 

helps to promote a culture of transparency and trust.  

1.2  OA is also a fundamental requirement for funding bodies, such as the UK 

Research Innovation (UKRI), and the Research Excellence Framework (REF). 

Failure to comply puts work at risk of not being funded or eligible for 

submission.  

1.3 The University of Chester (hereafter ‘UoC’) is committed to making its 

research outputs Open Access, ensuring that they are publicly accessible and 

at no cost. This commitment is informed by the principles of Plan S, which is 

an OA publishing initiative from cOAlition S, an international consortium of 

research funders, including the UKRI and the Wellcome Trust. 
 

2. PURPOSE 

2.1 The Open Access Policy defines institutional expectations on OA. Its purpose 

 is to: 

• Enable the University to disseminate its research and scholarship as 

widely as possible. 

• Raise the profile of the University.  

• Support compliance with the OA requirements of funding bodies (e.g. the 

UKRI). 

• Support compliance with the OA requirements of the Research Excellence 

Framework (REF).  

2.2 The Open Access Policy is part of a suite of policies on Open Research 

comprising the Open Access, Rights Retention and Management and Sharing 

of Data Policies. It supersedes the University’s Research Discovery, 

Repository and Open Access policy. 

2.3 Any queries on this policy should be directed to LIS Research Support 

(researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk). 

 

3. SCOPE 

3.1 Who does the policy apply to? 

It applies to: 

• All staff employed by UoC, including Honorary or Emeritus positions.   

mailto:researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk
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• Students (undergraduate and postgraduate).  

Authors are responsible for ensuring they meet this policy, even if they are not 

the corresponding or lead author.  

3.2 What does the policy apply to? 

Mirroring the REF 2029 OA Policy, the following outputs (published after the 

start date of this policy) are considered in scope:  

• Journal articles 

• Conference papers with an International Standard Serial Number (ISSN).  

3.3 Authors are strongly encouraged to make other output types1, such as 

monographs, book chapters and edited collections, openly available and as 

soon as possible following acceptance for publication. 

3.4  Authors in receipt of funding from the UKRI, Wellcome Trust, the European 

Commission and other funders must adhere to any additional requirements 

stipulated in the funder’s OA policy.  

3.5 This policy does not apply to Open Data. Please refer to UoC’s Policy on the 

Management and Sharing of Research Data. 

 

4. POLICY REQUIREMENTS 

4.1   All in-scope outputs (see section 3.2) must be: 

 

1. Deposited to the institutional repository, ChesterRep, within 10 weeks of 

acceptance for publication in accordance with the University’s deposit 

mandate. Staff should deposit in Symplectic Elements. Students should 

contact LIS Research Support to request the deposit of their work. Please 

refer to UoC’s Repository Policy for deposit requirements. 
 

2. Made OA under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) licence. Please 

contact LIS Research Support (researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk) if a 

licence other than CC BY is preferred. 

4.2 There are several OA publishing routes. It is possible to comply with this 

policy when publishing via the ‘Green’, ‘Gold’ or ‘Diamond’ route. The Green 

and Diamond routes do not incur a charge. Since UoC is committed to 

 
1 A list of possible research outputs can be found at point 9.3 of the REF 2029 Section 4 Contribution 

to Knowledge and Understanding Guidance: Section 4 – Contributions to Knowledge and 
Understanding (CKU) guidance – REF 2029. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk
https://2029.ref.ac.uk/guidance/section-4-contributions-to-knowledge-and-understanding-cku-guidance/#section-type-of-output
https://2029.ref.ac.uk/guidance/section-4-contributions-to-knowledge-and-understanding-cku-guidance/#section-type-of-output
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sustainable scholarly publishing, we recommend publishing via the Green or 

Diamond route where possible. 

4.3 Green OA involves archiving the Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM) of a 

research output at the time of acceptance for publication in ChesterRep. Staff 

should refer to UoC’s Rights Retention Policy, which enables the AAM of in-

scope outputs to be made OA immediately on publication with a CC BY 

licence. Further information can be found in the Rights Retention Policy and 

associated FAQs.  

4.4 Gold OA is when the final published version of an output is made openly 

available on the publisher’s website. It requires the payment of a processing 

charge. Authors are liable for this charge unless UoC or a funding body has 

funds available to cover the cost.  

The University has Transformative Agreements (TAs) with some publishers 

that enable staff and students to publish research and review articles Gold OA 

without charge. Please be aware that TAs are limited to certain journals and 

article types. Contact researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk before submission to 

check eligibility.  

Authors must select a CC BY licence when using the TAs or when an APC is 

paid.  

4.5 Diamond OA (also known as Platinum OA), like Gold OA, allows the 

published version to be made openly available, but at no cost. Resources, 

such as DIAMAS, the Directory of Open Access Journals and the Directory of 

Open Access Books, can be used to find journals or publishers supporting 

Diamond OA. Researchers should ensure that outputs are published under a 

CC BY licence.   

4.6 Please note that all in-scope outputs should be deposited to ChesterRep even 

if they are Gold or Diamond/Platinum OA.   
 

5. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

5.1 Staff and students are responsible for:  

• Determining the most appropriate place to publish their research and 

considering the OA and licensing options available. Choose the least 

restrictive licence offered (CC BY).  

• Applying the recommended set statement included in the University’s 

Rights Retention Policy to the acknowledgements section and cover letter 

of all manuscript submissions to journals.  

mailto:researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk
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• Depositing in-scope outputs to the University’s repository, ChesterRep, 

within 10 weeks of acceptance for publication. In cases of co-

authorship, agreement should be made on who deposits the output.  

• Ensuring all relevant OA policy requirements are met. Contact 

researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk or the funding body to clarify any 

necessary OA requirements.  

• Checking whether a processing charge needs to be paid and, if so, 

whether the University can support it via a TA. This must be done in 

advance of submission to a journal. Contact 

researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk for guidance. 

• Registering for, and maintaining, an ORCID record and linking it to a 

Symplectic Elements profile. Having an ORCID record is a requirement for 

some funding bodies and publishers. It also improves the accuracy of 

author attribution, enhances research discoverability and promotes the 

sharing of outputs across multiple systems. 

5.2 The institution is responsible for:  

• Monitoring and reporting on compliance with relevant OA policies. 

• Clarifying the requirements of OA policies to avoid instances of non-

compliance. 

• Providing training and guidance on OA publishing and funding options. 

• Advising on publishers’ copyright policies, Rights Retention, the use of 

persistent researcher identifiers (e.g. ORCID) and predatory publishers. 

• Providing support on the use of Symplectic Elements to deposit and 

manage outputs.  

• Ensuring outputs are made available on ChesterRep in a timely manner 

and to the highest discoverability standards.  

• Ensuring outputs are recorded accurately and that publishers’ 

requirements, i.e. embargoes and licences, are adhered to where 

necessary.  

• Guaranteeing that a record of all outputs produced at the institution are 

maintained in perpetuity.  

 

6. RELATED POLICIES  

6.1 This Policy should be read alongside these related UoC policies:  

• Code of Practice for Research   

 

• Rights Retention Policy  

 

• Repository Policy  

 

mailto:researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk
mailto:researchsupport.lis@chester.ac.uk
https://portal1.chester.ac.uk/rkto/PublishingImages/pages/rge-codeofpracticeforresearch/CODE%20OF%20PRACTICE%20FOR%20RESEARCH%20-%20V1.1.pdf
https://chesterrep.openrepository.com/items/2b241537-3256-450b-92c1-05f9878e3963
https://chesterrep.openrepository.com/items/2c097d3a-0bb7-44dc-bf6c-230c9225ecd9


 

5 
 

• Policy on the Management and Sharing of Research Data 

6.2 This Policy should also be read in conjunction with external Open Access 

policies, namely those of the:  

• Research Excellence Framework (REF)  

 

• UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)  

 
• Wellcome Trust 

 

7. SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 

7.1 For a general overview of the University’s Open Access support and 

guidance, including on TAs, you can consult the internal Portal pages or the 

external webpage.  

7.2 For guidance on depositing outputs to ChesterRep, please consult the internal 

(Portal) and external (website) pages.  

7.3 When implementing Rights Retention for journal articles and conference 

papers with an ISSN, please consult the Rights Retention page on Portal.   

 

8. REVIEW AND UPDATES 

This policy will be reviewed annually or as needed to reflect changes in institutional, 

legal or technological contexts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://portal1.chester.ac.uk/rkto/PublishingImages/pages/researchdatapolicies/2024%20Policy%20on%20the%20Managment%20and%20Sharing%20of%20Research%20Data.pdf#search=%E2%80%A2Policy%20on%20the%20Management%20and%20Sharing%20of%20Research%20Data
https://2029.ref.ac.uk/guidance/ref-2029-open-access-policy/
https://www.ukri.org/publications/ukri-open-access-policy/
https://wellcome.org/research-funding/guidance/ending-a-grant/open-access-guidance/open-access-policy
https://portal1.chester.ac.uk/LIS/LibraryFacilities/pages/chesterrep.aspx
https://www.chester.ac.uk/student-life/student-support/libraries/open-access/
https://portal1.chester.ac.uk/LIS/LibraryFacilities/pages/submittingyourwork.aspx
https://www.chester.ac.uk/research/repository/
https://portal1.chester.ac.uk/LIS/LibraryFacilities/Pages/rightsretention.aspx

