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Press Release from the Williamson Art Gallery, Wirral: 

Tom Wood: Cammell Laird Shipyard 1993 - 1996:  
with Cian Quayle: Detours and Dislocations  

This summer, the Williamson Art Gallery & Museum in Slatey Road, Birkenhead will host two 
photographic exhibitions from renowned photographers – Tom Wood and Cian Quayle – as part 
of the gallery’s ongoing programme reflecting the faces and places of Wirral. The exhibitions 
open to the public on the 7th of July. 

Tom Wood’s photographs of Cammell Laird Shipyard in Birkenhead taken between 1993 and 
1996 were originally commissioned by the Documentary Photography Archive (DPA) to capture 
a definitive phase in the social and political history of the region. This is only the second time 
that these photographs of the Laird ’s Shipyard have been shown as a body of work. The 
exhibition also includes Wood and Quayle’s research and presentation of archive material 
related to the history of the shipyard, drawn from the Williamson’s own collection and that at 
Wirral Archives. Wood was commissioned by the DPA to photograph the working lives of the 
men who built the ships and the shipyard prior to its closure after 170 years in Birkenhead. 
When the business re-opened as a repair yard, Wood was able to gain further access to 
document that next phase of the industry’s life. 

Tom's work has been published in books, been widely shown in solo and group exhibitions and 
has received many awards. In his enormously popular exhibition ‘The Pier Head’, earlier this 
year at the Open Eye Gallery in Liverpool, he looked closely at the people travelling between 
the ferry terminals on both sides of the Mersey. He is currently exhibiting at the Albert Dock in 
Liverpool in the 'Art of Football' with fellow photographers Ken Grant and Tabitha Jussa. He will 
also be part of ‘New Brighton Revisited’ at Marine Point with Martin Parr and Ken Grant. 

Cian Quayle’s project traces the significance of journeys, exile cultures and altered relationships 
with place, which take their cue from the life and writing of acclaimed author Malcolm Lowry, 
who was born in New Brighton in 1909. New photographic artworks present a reconfiguration of 
place and sites significant for Lowry’s writing in Liverpool, Vancouver and the Isle of Man. 

Each exhibition reflects upon the significance of place as a subject. Lowry's journeys are 
retraced as we switch between Liverpoool, Vancouver and the Isle of Man. Several of the 
Steam Packet ferries that sailed from Liverpool to the Isle of Man upon which Lowry travelled as 
a child were built at the Cammell Laird. Malcolm Lowry boarded the Blue Funnel ship Pyrrhus at 
the age of nineteen – taking to sea – in order to gain first-hand experience, which formed the 
basis for his first novel Ultramarine (1932). 

In 2013 Cian Quayle curated two consecutive exhibitions at the Contemporary Art Space 
Chester (CASC), which formed part of the ‘Parallel Programme’ for Look 13 Liverpool 
International Photography Festival: Tom Wood – the DPA Work. This led Wood to invite Quayle 
to co-edit and design a book, which has developed into a three volume publication of the same 
title by Steidl co-published with the University of Chester Quayle was funded by Research and 
Knowledge Transfer funding in 2015 - 2017.  

The exhibitions at the Williamson Art Gallery extend the work of Quayle and Wood in their 
ongoing collaboration, which will also incorporate the book launch for The DPA Work. The 
exhibitions will form part of the Independents Biennial and both projects have social, cultural 
and historical significance for the region. Each exhibition introduces material which bears 
significance for the cultural memory of places defined by the river and the sea as a backdrop for 
the reality of working lives defined by shipbuilding, and literary inspiration taken from the city 
and the sea. 



End______________________________________________________ 
Note to Editor : for immediate release (apologies for the short notice) 

Exhibition Title(s): Tom Wood: Cammell Laird Shipyard 1993 - 1996: Photographs from the 
Documentary Photography Archive 
7 July - 2 Sept, continued and re-hung from 8 Sept - 14 Oct 

Cian Quayle: Detours and Dislocations – Liverpool / Isle of Man / Vancouver: In the 
footsteps of Malcolm Lowry 7 July - 26 August 2018 

Private view : Friday 6th July 2018, 6pm-8pm (Not for publication - please RSVP if you are able 
to attend) 

Venue details: Williamson Art Gallery and Museum 
Slatey Road, Birkenhead, CH43 4UE, 0151 666 3537 
Fully accessible, free parking, free wifi and cafe available. 
Website:- www.williamsonartgallery.org 
Open: Wednesday to Sunday 10 –5pm 
(Please note we are closed to the public on Mondays & Tuesdays and staff shortages may 
necessitate early closure of some rooms at the end of the day.) 

About the Williamson Art Gallery & Museum, Birkenhead. 
www.williamsonartgallery.org 

Located outside the centre of Birkenhead, The Williamson houses one of the best art collections 
in the North West of England in its beautifully proportioned galleries. Paintings of all sorts, 
especially British watercolours and work by local artists, join highlights of the decorative arts 
collections like Liverpool Porcelain and Birkenhead's own contribution to the Arts & Crafts 
Movement, the Della Robbia Pottery. It also has a large collection of ship models, focusing on 
Cammell Laird shipbuilders, the Mersey Ferries, and the vessels that used the River 
Mersey.The Exhibition programme is very varied, presenting 10-12 shows each year; it draws 
heavily on artists with local connections but features occasional exhibitions of national 
importance. The Williamson houses independent businesses - The Williamson Cafe, Oxton 
Books and ArtFix (art supply shop) as well as community gallery within the cafe area with a 
space dedicated to under fives. The gallery’s own gift shop features the work of local 
craftspeople, including potters, textile artists, jewellers and photographers. 

More information on Tom Wood 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Wood_(photographer) 
and exhibition in Liverpool https://www.liverpoolecho.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/brilliant-
photos-really-capture-life-14773907 
and exhibition in New Brighton http://www.artinliverpool.com/new-brighton-revisitedthrough-the-
lens-of-three-of-its-most-famous-exports/ 

More information on Cian Quayle 
Dr Cian Quayle is Programme Leader in BA (Hons) Photography at the University of Chester. 
He studied painting and printmaking at Bradford College (1991). Whilst studying for his masters 
in European Fine Art (1993) in Barcelona and Winchester, he developed printmaking practices 
incorporating found objects and materials alongside photographic work and other mechanically 
reproduced artworks. Detours and Dislocations emanates from field work carried out in 
Vancouver in June last year. Quayle presented preliminary artworks and a paper at the 
international conference Under the Volcano, 70 Years On: A Malcolm Lowry Conference at 
Liverpool John Moores University and the Bluecoat in July 2017. This project forms part of a 
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continuum, where original research related to this project was first exhibited at the Bluecoat in 
Liverpool in 2009 in the exhibition Under the Volcano and accompanying essay in the book 
publication Malcolm Lowry From the Mersey to the World. 

More information on Malcolm Lowry  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malcolm_Lowry 

Worth noting that Malcolm Lowry described Liverpool as ‘that terrible city whose main street is 
the ocean’. 

More about the Independents Biennial  
http://www.artinliverpool.com/independentsbiennial2018/ 
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