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Death and Memory in Fragments: 
Project Eliseg’s Public Archaeology

remains and mortuary contexts. Yet the focus of investigation is often restricted to whole, articulated bodies and tangible, 

in situ, 

Introduction

biographies of use and reuse over time and down to the present day, becoming central to local, regional 

and reuse down the decades and centuries (Williams et al.

et 
al.

1

1 
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not only its text and landscape context, but also through its fragmentation and distribution across 

The Pillar of Eliseg’s biography 
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as parts of a free-standing round-shafted cross dating to the early 9th century and thus purposefully 

even been intended as a place of royal inauguration given its focus on succession and legal language 

revered during these centuries as both ancient and holy, but it was then either pulled down or fell 

th century, the mound was 
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The Pillar of Eliseg’s landscape context
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et 
al.

2

 all explored together with 

4

5 6 and, further down the 

7

8

9 
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of sites, monuments and buildings and it has been augmented and afforded heritage protection and 

it further protection by directing visitors away from the favoured eastern approach, which had caused 
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Project Eliseg’s Public Archaeology

et al. et al. 

et al. et al.

cut and responsive to international trends against the display of human remains on social media, in 

et al

of memorial and mortuary traces encapsulating in a single open gallery the prehistory and history of 
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Mortuary and memorial fragments and absences

for their individual and immediate connection to the past, offering a sense of stasis bringing the 

bodies, to disarticulated, shattered, partial and presented absences of the dead and a range of media 

et al.

as witnessed over the disputes regarding the excavation of late Neolithic cremation burials from 
Stonehenge (Willis et al.

their containment in stone boxes connects to a sense of formal ritual observance and the respectful 

distant presence, the details and character of the ceremonies they represent will be incomprehensible 
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exacerbated and complicated, rather than cohered and explained, the sense of a fragmented, 
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Distributed replications and representations

 Archaeodeath 
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11

12

11  
12 

 

-
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Valle Crucis and its environs
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in the grounds of the abbey, so the monument itself can be seen 
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Llangollen Museum

admitted to having seen the replica but not visited the actual monument a short distance away from 

  Its 
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axis mundi for 

The Offa’s Dyke Centre

surviving fragment and the lost section and envisages a wide broad cross-head, without figural art but 

Madoc’s Column
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Caernarfon Castle

Segontium 
and ideologically establish and consolidate political hegemony over Wales, and in particular his chief 

Game of Thrones 

of course is not 
Mabinogion
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Conclusion

et al. 

et al.

In many ways moderately successful, on-site activities were always going to be limited when the 
monument is not entirely physically or conceptually in situ, but instead it is fragmented in terms of 

its landscape setting, both its early medieval phases, but also its longer biography from prehistory 

concerns early medieval stone sculpture, we must accept that on-site public engagement is but one 

contrasting historical and archaeological narratives about the monument, its landscape, and about 

can we engage with rich, detailed and ethical early medieval public archaeologies of death and memory 
from seemingly ambiguous and inaccessible monumental fragments, traces and texts distributed across 
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