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EDITORIAL – Illness, Crisis and Loss

This issue of the Journal brings together a number of comparative articles on 

illness, crisis, and loss. This issue illuminates that illness, crisis, and loss are 

central forces shaping personal biographies and social life across 

comparative cultures. These international articles draw on qualitative 

methodologies to tap an understanding of illness and in combination provide a

broad yet holistic perspective on the interrelationships of illness, crisis and 

loss. 

Each of the articles illustrates how they contribute to social change and how 

the cultural meanings of illness, crisis and loss are created to make sense of 

personal experiences in contemporary society. These are important existential

issues but also significant additions to debates and discussions on illness, 

crisis, and loss for practitioners, user groups, and researchers. Engaging with 

different cultural contexts is essential to see how illness, crisis, and loss is 

experienced, managed, and researched. 

These articles address this head on. The first article entitled “Uncertainty as 

Organizing Principle of Action— Teenagers Living with Parental Somatic 

Illness,” is by Ditte A. WintherLindqvist. This important article explores serious

parental illness and potential parental loss for children and teenagers which 

can be unexpected. 



The author uses 26 semi-structured interviews from younger people about 

their experiences and explores the extent to which an “uncertainty model” can

be used to capture the impact of illness and loss on teenagers. 

The second article is called “Normalcy: An Important Focus for Individuals 

Diagnosed with a Haematological Malignancy” by Pam McGrath. The article 

explores survivorship in Queensland, Australia. 

Drawing on qualitative research, McGrath’s research explores a sense of 

normalcy and role of the disease in the lives of those diagnosed with a 

haematological cancer. The article raises important implications for 

understanding the balance of supportive care linked to managing the disease 

process. 

The third article is entitled “Life Interrupted: The Impact of Complex Chronic 

Disease from the Perspective of Hospitalized Patients” by Kerry Kuluski, 

Cécile M. Bensimon, Celeste Alvaro, Renee F. Lyons, Alexis K. Schaink, and 

Roy Tobias. This significant article assesses the impact of complex chronic 

disease on the lives of individuals receiving hospital care. The article explores

the “experience” of loss as a consequence of disease. 

The authors raise important issues relating to the support needs of people 

with chronic disease and a model of care that addresses the relationship 

between mental, social, and physical health. 



The fourth article is entitled “Ethnic Minorities and Their Health Needs: Crisis 

of Perception and Behaviours” by Paresh Wankhade, Ian G. Cook, and Jamie

Halsall. This important study explores the relationship between racial and 

ethnic issues in the provision of emergency care and healthcare in the United 

Kingdom. 

The research analyzes the policy, theory, and practice implications of this for 

understanding health inequalities in emergency care. 

Commentaries carries a fascinating review by Tony Gilbert of the “British 

Sociological Association, Human Reproduction Study Group and South West 

Region Medical Sociology Group Joint Conference: Experiences of Human 

Reproduction.” This will be of great interest given the range of 

multidisciplinary topics that Gilbert reflects on by his attendance. 

In the Voices section, Irene Renzenbrink brings us two significant pieces 

relating to the theme of suicide. Both Brianna McInerny and Collin Browne 

give two complementary powerful stories relating to the loss of their loved 

partners to suicide, the effects it had on them, and how their experiences 

have led to how they help other people who are bereaved through the act of 

suicide. 

In the Book Reviews section, Dick Gilbert gives us an assortment of new and 

important books that are in the public domain that provides the latest research



on illness, crisis and loss. We hope you find this comparative collection of 

articles to be thought provoking and inspiring. 

As we go to press, we are very saddened to hear of the death of Rose Cooper

who was one of our recent contributors to Voices in Illness, Crisis & Loss (see

21:3). Rose was a champion for social justice in her work on adoption. It is 

fitting and appropriate given her work, its impact, and her loss that we 

dedicate this issue of the Journal to her. 

Jason L. Powell Editor
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