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Rethinking Illness, Crisis and Loss

This timely issue of Illness, Crisis and Loss brings us a wealth of 

inspirational approaches on understanding spirituality, culture and grief, 

end-of-life care, nursing education, and implications of coping models. The

articles in this issue address key issues in understanding individual 

experiences of loss, grief, and coping models. 

As bereaved people, we need our experiential grief to be recognized, to be

acknowledged. We require an understanding of the meaning of the 

relationship that has been lost—and this is often what is least understood 

by others. 

The impact of a loss is determined, not so much by the name given to the 

relationships, but by the meaning of that relationship in the bereaved 

individual’s life. Someone significant in our life is missing, and we realize 

that the cost of our love is the pain of our grief. 

We have lost a relationship that fulfilled specific needs in our lives—

including the need to dream, hope, and plan for the future of that 

relationship. For a time, we are left feeling empty and without hope: a 

process of disruptive biography. These are tragedies in our lives which 

make no sense. 



In order to make sense of these existential issues, are the following 

innovative articles. The first article by Robert Mundle called “‘Strong Men 

Don’t Cry, But I’m Not Strong Anymore’: A Case Study of Bodily 

Engagement with Stories of Loss and Grief in Palliative Care.” In this 

important piece, Mundle introduces the notion of the “life review” in relation

to the challenging emotional work of older adults in palliative care who are 

experiencing pain of grief and loneliness near the end of life. Drawing from 

field notes, he raises significant questions regarding spirituality and 

“embodied listening.” 

The second article by Joyce Cavaye and Jacqueline H. Watts is entitled 

“Student Nurses Learning About Death, Dying, and Loss: Too Little, Too 

Late?” This article explores end-of-life care provided by nurses. 

They raise important issues in terms of the education being provided to 

nurses working with people in end-of-life care. Drawing on an international 

review, they explore knowledge base of end-of-life care in the 

undergraduate curriculum of nursing to examine the implications of quality 

practice. 

In the third article entitled “Most Prized Possessions”: Photography as 

Living Relationships Within the End-of-Life Care of Newborns,” Sara L. 

Martel and Lori Ives-Baine report important and significant research 

findings from a phenomenological inquiry into how parents experience 



end-of-life (EOL) photography around the death of their newborn in the 

neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) and in their lives beyond the hospital. 

They point to the innovative emergence of a model for photographing living

relationships. 

In the fourth article called “Globalization, Market Symbolism, and Coping,” 

Steven L. Arxer, John W. Murphy, and Jung Min Choi assess coping 

models that have been shaped by neo-liberal economic philosophy. 

In a very powerful article, they explore how this philosophy can threaten 

well-being and re-examine market-based coping. 

The Voices Editor, Irene Renzenbrink, introduces the story of Tony Grace. 

He powerfully illustrates the different losses he and his wife have endured 

and how he has used his own experiences of grief and bereavement in the

service of others. Tony Grace also introduces his “Isle of Grief” map that 

will echo with many readers and is a very creative and original map of the 

journey of grief. 

In the book reviews, Dick Gilbert gives us an array of new significant books

that add to knowledge, theory, and practice on illness, crisis, and loss. 

We hope you find this exciting array of peer reviewed articles to be very 

useful and informative. 



Jason L. Powell, Ph.D. Editor-in-Chief
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