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Examining the workings of a late nineteenth

century provincial press conglomerate:
Frederick Edward Roe and his newspapers

[isa Peters

Thanks to the Bibliographical Society for funding part of this

research




The newspapers

® Wrexham (later NorthWales) Guardian (est. 1859)
® Rhyl Guardian (est. 1873)

® Shropshire & Montgomeryshire Post (est. 1881)

® Y Llan (purchased June 1882)




Were they a conglomerate?

® News
° Advertising
e Editorials

® Printing offices

e Staff




Wrexham / North Wales Guardian

® “maintains the largest and most expensive Editorial Staff for a

Weekly newspaper published in Wales”

® “The aim of the paper is to provide a cheap newspaper for the
people, containing full and accurate reports of all the news of
Wrexham, and the district, a carefully selected summary of
the news of the world, and other interesting and health

literature” (Sell’s dictionary of the world’s press, 1885)
® Localised issue for Rhyl




® Identical to Wrexham version
® The two Rhyl Guardians
° Why?

+HE RHYL GUARDIAN.,

AND
GENERAL 'ADVERTISER FOR NORTH
WALES

' (4
Jlortl WHales Guardian,

GEXERAL ADVERTISER ror NORTH WALES
SHEOPSHIRE, anp CHESHIRE

Rhyl Guardian for 19 August 1882. The North

1? w )/ g

DISTRICT NE ‘“ S. Wales Guardian has “LOCAL NEWS” without
WREXHAM.

s {2 L R SIS I o B R Wrexham heading

Iibyl @__ua;:hmn.

——— e

F“’m hed every FRIDAY at the Office, 163, WELLING. |
e10aD, and sold ab the shops of Mrs Norr, Mn
”M 1xa10N, al the Bookslall at {he btutum and
o \ln Ronznts. Prestafim.

Printed  and  Published on  Saturdays, at the
Guardien  Steam  Printing ~ Works, Argyle-
street, Wrexham, in the county of Deunbigh, by
the Proprietor, FreEpErick Ebwarnp-Rox, and
also published at the RAyl Guardian Othice, 27,
High-street, Rhyl, and at the establishment of
Messrs. Pring and Price, High-street, Mold, in
the county of Flint.—August 19, 1882,
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e mtT AND CFSEE A NDARD, ~orosmees

° Why not the Shropshire & Montgomeryshire Guardian?

¢ Common features
® Advertising rates
¢ Editorials
® International and national news
® Features

® Some advertising

e Different
® [ ocal advertising
® Local news

® Agents




Y Llan

Previously Y dwysogaeth (The
principality)

Possibly bought by Church
of England and turned into

a pro—Anglican newspapers

Previous advertising in

NWG (1875-1881)
Advert for NWG inY Llan

R O e i

Y Y WY 3 0O A KTELQ,
~THR PRINCIPALITY;”
Published every Saturday, Price One Penny-:
A GENERAL WEEELY NEWSPAPER, PRINTED
IN THE WELSH LANGUAGE, AND ADVOCA-
TING CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES.

Y DYWYSOGAETH has s verySuemw_:{in,
ireulation—bei either posted to bocribérs,
2:'niold by 'Agenngb——m' almost EVERY TOWN and
HAMLET in Fumssms, DENBIGESHIRE, CARNARVON-
gmiee, ANGLESEY, MERIONETHSHIRE, MONTGOMERY-
SHIRR, GLAMORGANSHIRE, MowmourusEizs, CamMan-
i umppd,lu

BROXRSHIRE ;' also, P%h“ :
Y Drywrsocaxrs, as thus wn.‘hr a Locair but
NAL NEWSPAPER, with & widespread

MWNU& and South Wales.

¥ DYWTBOGAETH circulation is not confined to s particn-
lar class either: as it is received alike by the Clergy,
Nobility, Gentry, Farmers, Manufacturers, Trades
ﬂﬂ,hﬂh

Y DrwreocisTE—Advertisers may feel assured- s o
beat, il ot the only medium whereby their announc
ments ¢an be SIMULTANBOUSLY perused in every count)

s zmm the publisher—

All Orders, - &, to be .

J. Morris Y 1T WTS0GARTH Office, Rhyl Flhntshire -"

NWG. 6 Feb 1875-19 March 1881




Roe and Y Llan

“Y  LLAN"
FORMERLY

‘“Y DYWYSOGARTH.”

THE CHURCH AND CONSERVATIVE,
* PAPER FOR WALES,

North Wales Guardian and the Shropshire
J!onlgmnm“r: Fout (the English Conser-
vative and Church papers), has leasure In sn.
nouncing thst the copyright nli'l'u-- being
now his property, he has made Arrangements
for the permanent carrying on of the paper at
Wrexham. It will appear on THURSDAY, the
8th of Juxw, and will be published on EvERY
BUCCRENING THURSDAY.

The paper will be eonductad in an able man.
ner, and everything that can be done to secure
a I-thhlr\:}‘m-mhlhn of Church and Conser.
vative .
contributors, Inclndlnr me of the ablest
writers in the Weleh 1an , have been ',
engaged, which will ensdre J::-mcnry tone of
the paper Leing of a very high order. i

As -Ir"l‘l ml'ulnt ﬁTnchl -noeel: c;l‘hlhn
paper epend upon the support which thoss
persons interested in the welfare of the Church,
and fn the extension’ of sound Conservative

rinciples in the Welsh 1. give, in the
way of eirculating the paper and by ;durudng
n its columns, the proprietor mrcllnlly an
eonfidantly appasls to the elassss interssted for
their patronage. For a considerable time it has
been & reproach that the Church has not had a
representative organ in the Welsh language,
The proprietor, therefore, appeals with confi.
dence to all Churchmen and Conservatives for
their support in firmly establishing ¥ Lian,

‘The paper will be subject to a supervision
that wﬂl. enauré the preservation ..I”.'. high
moral and religlous tone, a4 wall as literary
ability, in Ita colamna, It will temparately ex.
pound the a'llrl!t“l!lﬂ defend the 'mlity, of
the Church. Ite Churehmanship will be de-
cided and definite, but not narrow or aggressive,
Its columns will be free from polemical bitter-
mess, It will wet forth the Church's nciples,
and reoord the current events in the Church life

f the da; o name which the paper will
rto all Welsh Churcinnen, re-
calling thelr moat sacred memorfes, by

Tts political principles are Conservatlsm urged
In & Lileral spirit, sud with a full appreciation
of the changing motives and requirements of the
time, Thus it will be the recognised Welsh
organ of the Conservative party, among whom
"it has a large clronlation,

It will report fully dvery Welsh national
movement and give o carsfully compiled digest
of Welsh, Home, Foreign, Market, and Trade
intelligenee ; a chronicls of Church news n
for ita hensi d Iy nd

a
the earliest and most accurate Information on
all pulitical and ecclesinstical questions of the
da,

[5
Flmn:m E. Rox, proprietor of tho" '
and

"P!u paper has already an assured circulation
of some thousands, and the existing clrculation
Is certain to ba largely increased In consequence
of the literary improvement and more »lgorous

that will be introduced

® Bought by Roe in June
1882

e No surviving issues in his

owner ship

® Sold March / April 18837




Sharing content

1878 100% 100%
1880 100% 100%
1882 100% 100%

52.1% 52.1%
1884 100% 100%

23.7% 23.7%
1886 100% 100%

38.7% 38.7%
1888 100% 100%

77% 77%




Sharing content

Wrexbam, August 22nd, 1885,

To the Editor of the ** Birmingham Daily Post.”
Btl,—Mr.“’.A]!nnl.;-llhe!!lrmlmshunubunl.\mmulm.
has forwanled me, with his compliments, a cutling from
your paper i ‘which I initinted
with the urpuse of arriving at ** the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth,” with regand to the rllnnoroly in
the screw trude, which the firm of Nettlefold and Co. (of
which the Right Hon, J. Chamberlain, it is alleged, is a
member), secured by somewhat questionable means. re-
suming that this is so, some may think that it is 8 pure
business matter, and as such, the public at I have nothing
whatever to do with it, To a great extent this is no doubt
ll'\l:‘ but_considering the position Mr, Chamberlain now
holds, and it is said will eventually hold, and the doctrines
he openly preaches throughout the eountry, u;
judged by his carcer as a whole, each individual action being
duly considered.  Notonly here, but throughout the country,
the actions of the firm to which Mr. Chamberlain be-
longs, in securing their position in the manufacture of
BCTEWH, being continually raised, and it seems to me
that It would be well if once and for all, the malter was
outand done with. It was with this purposs that [
(entirely upon my own responsibility) opened up A com-
munication with Mr. Barton at Birmingham, ’ﬂ'
ace ne in i ith a leman in Hinning-
ho was ** conversant with the lacte”  Mr. Frearson's
name was given me, and in my letter o him, I said what
was wanted ** was to get at the truth of the matter * with a
view to publishing them in the paper which I conduct, and
asking nim to kindly give the information, * staiing the
ln_;:n you personally know them.”
[
bel
th Iﬁ\ll
e

d

imple nﬂunl Mr, Frearson did not accede ; such

1 think that it will be sdmitied by everyone
roper course would have been Lo write to me to that
ect. ﬂuuul, however, of doing this, he prefers to take a
wee eoncoct , entirely beside the question I raised
and then to hand over oy vate letter Lo him, and his
reply, to Mr, Allard, of the Birmingham Liberal Association,
who forthwith pens another letter and then hands the
whole over to the Editor of the Birmingham Dail {‘u for

lon. One naturally expects stra ngs to
centre _of the Tmeﬂuuh«l

| done at the
Caucus,but 1 think the public had yet to learn that
:rﬁ'nw :ormromkm was o be treated as publie and
orthwith published in a paper without the consent of the
parties concerned, without the solicitation of the party
originating it, and at the very least without an Inthmation
that such a course was proposed Lo be taken. Dut as 1 have
sald they do strange things in Birmingham. The fimt
intimation 1 had that & private letter I wruto to a gzntleman
in Birminghamn was to be made publie ry in the news-
per press was the receipt of  copy of the paper contalning
f: 1 think norlfhnnlndul person will commend this course.
Tut 8o far ns [ dm personally wnumn.l.l do not regret the

attel has made to sssociate other persons
e ey, i la & political dodge which everyone
an see

), may I be permitted through your columns to publict:
mm 1 should be obll ﬂ any one who is pelvuuollulg
;':.ung ¥ik the factaln guesiion s kiadly forvand them

with & view ng them in conduct,

L'“ '“m u&uqmdm\ was settlal npn.emnd oy all y

‘ours very truly,
REDKIICK E. ROE.

SMP. 29 August 1885

e e i s a4 A L W

Lyomerysh
g s — = L]
| will be shaved in by many in the neighbourhood—the
death of the above-named gentleman, who was much
respected for his uprightness of character and his

business capacity. After a lingering illncss, brought
on by the anxietics and labours of the past 22 years,

NWG. 19 August 1882




Sharing content

GREAT WESTERN RA ILWAY,

SUMMER EXCURSIONS.

a

= o

EVERY SATURDAY.—To Llnni;ollen, Cor-
wen, Denbigh, Rothin, Bala, Dolgel| i, Barmouth,
© ggmur. iR}l:'yl. Al o le, L‘m_ui "'!l.':i “;rm 2?;6{
ver , leaving akcigates at 2,10, Wel ngton ),
5 Shr:w':;;:lry 140,8 Oswestry 245, and Gobowen 9,10 | §
p-1., to return the following Monday.

EVERY MONDAY.—To Chester, thl, Abergele,
Liandudno, Birkenhead, aud Liverpool, leaving hguv
church at 6,45 a.m., Rednal 6.58, Oswestry 7.15, Whit-
tington 7.5, and Gobowen 7.15 a.n., to retim same day.

For fares, &e., s00 specinl bills, wlhich can be obtained | ¥
ot the stations,

J. GRIERSON, G onoral Manager.

IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.
HOUSE OF LORDS.

Tevanie .

POREIGN & COLONIAL

AGRICULTURE.

-

Tue Matuoserisunn Ao

SMP. 23 August 1882
NWG. 26 August 1882

/" §0CTETY GOSSIP.

(From the™ World™

I mas deemanTaf tha Daeal Familule ssriande

| mr—— -

——
HOUSEHOLD HINTS.

paaill ot

EPITOME OF NEWS.

SMP. 10 July 1886
NWG. 10 July 1886
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Sharing Editorials

Henry Gordon Joseph Chamberlain
John Bright John Bright
“We need not go so far for unscrupulous politicians” Stanley Leighton

Death of Mr | Parry-Jones
Wrexham parishioners

Parliament Parliament
Joseph Chamberlain House of Commons update
Ruthin School Board Possible Conservative victory in Montgomeryshire in general election

Stanley Leighton
Wrexham court case

Annual meetings of the Denbigh and Wrexham infirmaries

House of Commons update Egypt

Lord Randolph Churchill on Egypt Conservatives in Newtown

Mr Morgan Owen, HM’S Inspector of Schools for North Wales Criticism of Wrexham Advertiser

Religion in Denbigh Stanley Leighton in Manchester

Memorial to Townshend Mainwaring Mr Morgan Owen, HM’S Inspector of Schools for North Wales

Possible Conservative victory in Montgomeryshire in general election

Egypt Royal Commission on working class housing
George Osborne Morgan and Sir Robert Cunliffe “Jupiter and Mars”

Conservatives in Wrexham Cambrian Railway Company

Tramps in North Wales

Royal Commission on working class housing

Elections to council of the University College of North Wales in Bangor
Presentation at Wrexham Deanary Association

Wrexham Town Council meeting

Annual meeting of the Provincial Insurance Company




Promoting each oth

avuun,

THE

NORTH WALES GUARDIAN

And Genernl Advertiser for Norvth Wales,

Sk opshire and Cheshire.

FMIE Guardian is the only reecognised County

Taper for Denbighshire and Flintshire, being, in
fact, the only paper which reccives the official adver-
tisements for both counties, by the special order of the
Courts of Quarter Seasions; and it has a large circula-
tion throughout North Wales, as well as in the adjacent
counties of Shropshire and Cheshire. Its regular sub.
seribers include the nobility, clergy, gentry, landowners,
agriculturalists, and collicry proprietors, as well as the
mining, trading, and commercial classes generally of

the extensive and important district through which it L

circulates,

The Guardian always contains a carefully prepared
Summary of the News of the Weck, and great atten-
tion is paid to the Local and District Intelligence, It
is, therefore, a first-class FAMILY NEWSPALER,
and the DEST ADVERTISING MEDIUM in the
district. X

PupLisnen EVERY SATURDAY, Prick TWOPENCE,

Chief Office: ARGYLE-STREET, WREXIAAL

SMP. 13 July 1881

er

Yo L R

FORMERLY
Y DWW X B ONG AT,

TIE CHURCH AND CONSERVATIVR
PAPER FOR WALES,

'l‘I[E “ LLAN AND DYWYSOGAEBTIL" for
Jaxuvany 12 contains the following :—

WEEKLY NOTES, .

KeoLksiASTIOAL NEws,

PoxTny.

COURESPONDENCE, ;

Leapina AurtcLes—Chuarch Tithes ; Welsh Colleges.

Y LLAN Cwat AWEN"—Chapter XX VI,

Weesit Distirior News,

MARKKETS.

InRELAND,

Histony ov Titk WELSI,

Ren RinnoN Aurmy,

Sournt Warks Lerren.

Drixton Wy,

TesmrenaNce NOTRs,

Houk, GeNenraL, Poniticar, AND Forgioy News,

Brurns, MARRIAGES, AND DeaTus, &o. {

.

To be had of all newsayents, price Id., or by post
direct from the ottice at the following termy ;—
Prepniil, Credit,
One Vi s oviriie w8 L s *Tas
v A Half Year ..o oo woo v 3 30 ... 3s O,
AQUaPLEE v Von e anen et INCBAE e S O,
Suu.npu received in payment,

Agents will bo supplied on the ukual terms.

Y Llan will be posted from the Office on
Thursday evenings,

It will circulate extensively among the
Clergy, lending Churchmoh, and Conservatives |
l.hruuuflom. the whole of \‘fnlcu. and is there-
fore nn oxcellunt advertising medinm,

Advertisements will be inserted on most
moderate torms, They will be published in the
langunge in which the crv»y in written, but they
will he translated into Weish free of charge, on
the desiro beoing expressed, |

Pablishing Offices: Anavee Serewr, WEEXMAM, °
Frrpenick E, Rok, Proprictor,

SMP. 17 Jan. 1883
NWG. 13 Jan. 1883




/

T MOST INFLUENTIAL ADVERTISING MEDIUMS
IN NORTH AND MID WALES,

AND NORTH SHROPSHIRE.

Bl

Extensibe Circnlation thronghout the Districts.
e

The RNorth Wales BGuardian,

GENERAL ADVERTISER FOR DenBiaHsHIRE, FLINTSHIRE, CARNARYONSHIRE,
MERIONETHSHIRE, MONTGOMERYSHIRE, SHROPSHIRE AND CHESHIRE.

Published every THURSDAY during the Market. Price 1d4.

I8 the leading Commercial and Family Newspaper, and
hnvmqwthe most iufluential circulation throughout the whole of
North ales, and also circulating in the adjoining English counties
of Shropshire and Cheshire, offers superior advantages to those
Advertisers who desire to bring their aunouncements before the most

intelligent classes of readers, e lar subscribers include th.
® Nobﬂ:tg;? Landowners, Cler ,Gentry.ﬂlicitoﬂ. Ironmasters, Coll .
= ._i,‘ ietors, Merchants, Bankers, Auctioneers, Farmers, and thuhi:z
I ti:gh trndu:;eg throughout North Wales and the border counties. Thus,
X 0se w. tt

t re to the attention of the nobility, gentry,
agriculturists, and professional classes to the sales of estates, \-nlu"l;f.
m_:kﬁ l:aplamenh. or financial investments of any kind it is especially
sui

The GUARDIAN being the only paper published at the popular price of
One Penn » and circulating very extensivelyamong all classes, A(l\-:rthm

& J can have no better medium for their announcements.

s The GUARDIAN is the authorised official organ for the Couuties of
| Denbigh and Flint, thus showing the estimation in awhich it is held by the
magistrates in the two counties.
Chief Office—Argyle Strest, Wrexham.
BRANCH OFEICES in DeneigH, Oswestry, NEwTowx axp Ruve.

‘U\’md\ﬁu'\/\.ﬂu'\ﬁu'\l\ﬂ'\f\aﬁ.’\f‘u"\l\ﬁvh

THE

Shropshire & Blontgomerpshire Post

AND OSWESTRY STANDARD.
Published every SAT'URDAY. PRICE ONE PENNY.

HE Posr is an eight-page r, containing special and full reports
of all looal pmoelo%iagn, togelt):g-e with a suinmary Efe(t:he week’s news,

The Paper being published at the popular price of One Penny, it finds itx
way equally among all classes, and its importance as an Advertising Mediam i«
ore great. It has an extensive circulation throughout North Shropshire

and Mid Wales.

Ofloss—Oswestry and Newtown.

Prorrieror: FREDERICK E. ROE.
33

The Guardian claimed to have
branch offices in Denbigh,
Oswestry, Welshpool, and
Rhyl (Sell’s dictionary of the
world’s press, 1885)




The conglomerate after Roe
¢ Frederick William Brodie

® The Post leaves

e The Rb)f] Guardian ends

® pp. 2, 3, 6, 7 heading “North Wales Guardian” Friday Jan 9
® pp. 4-6 heading “The Rhyl Guardian”, Tuesday Jan 13




Conclusion

* “A modern student of the nineteenth-century political press,
leafing through its faded and disintegrating pages ... cannot
hope to comprehend every allusion or to discern the

complex interplay of forces behind the scenes” (Stephen
Koss)




